
 

Author credit policy and authorship criteria 
 

BJD follows the requirements stated in ICMJE’s Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, 

Editing, and Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical Journals. Per these requirements, authorship 

implies: 

• Substantial contributions to conception and design of the work; or the acquisition, 

analysis, or interpretation of data for the work; AND 

• Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content; AND 

• Final approval of the version to be submitted to and published in the journal; AND 

• Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions 

related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately 

investigated and resolved. 

All authors should meet the above conditions.  

If any editorial assistance was provided in the development of the manuscript, the person(s) doing 

so must be named, what their role was, and who supported them financially for the participation. 

Contributions from anyone who does not meet the criteria for authorship should be listed, with 

permission from the contributor, in an acknowledgments section (for example, to recognise 

contributions from people who provided technical help, collation of data, writing assistance, 

acquisition of funding, or a department chairperson who provided general support). Prior to 

submitting the article all authors should agree on the order in which their names will be listed in the 

manuscript. 

Additional Authorship Options 

Joint first or senior authorship: In the case of joint first authorship a footnote should be added to the 

author listing, e.g. ‘X and Y should be considered joint first author’ or ‘X and Y should be considered 

joint senior author.’ 

Correction to authorship  

BJD will allow authors to correct authorship on a submitted, accepted, or published article if a valid 

reason exists to do so in accordance with BJD Guidelines of Authorship and the Committee on 

Publication Ethics’ guidance. All authors – including those to be added or removed – must agree to 

any proposed change. To request a change to the author list, please complete the Request for 

Changes to a Journal Article Author List Form and contact either the journal’s editorial or production 

office, depending on the status of the article.  

In addition, BJD has adopted the following ICMJE recommendations related to authorship and 

contributions: 

• When a large, multicentre group has conducted the work, the group should identify the 

individuals who accept direct responsibility for the manuscript. These individuals should 

fully meet the criteria for authorship defined above and outline contributions and 

relevant conflicts of interest. 
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• When submitting a manuscript authored by a group, the corresponding author should 

clearly indicate the preferred citation and identify all individual authors as well as the 

group name; other collaborators should be listed in the Acknowledgments.  

• Acquisition of funding, collection of data, collection of patient and/or samples from 

other species, or general supervision of the research group alone does not constitute 

authorship. 

• All persons designated as authors should qualify for authorship, and all those who 

qualify should be listed. 

• Each author should have participated sufficiently in the work to take public responsibility 

for appropriate portions of the content. 

• All authors must take responsibility in writing for the accuracy of the manuscript, and 

one or more authors, such as the corresponding or lead author, must be the guarantor 

and take responsibility for the work as a whole. 


