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Letters to the Editor 
We recognise the importance of post-publication commentary on published research as 
necessary to advancing scientific discourse. Formal post-publication commentary on 
published papers can involve either challenges, clarifications or in some cases, replication of 
the published work and may, after peer review, be published online as a letter to the Editor, 
usually alongside a reply from the original authors. 

Letters to the Editor should ideally be based on knowledge contemporaneous with the original 
paper, rather than subsequent scientific developments. 

If the submission serves only to identify an important error or mistake in the published paper, it 
will usually lead to the publication of a clarification statement (correction or retraction, for 
example). 

Letters to the Editor and replies are bidirectionally linked with the original published paper.  The 
journal does not consider Letters to the Editor on papers published in other journals.  

Contributions that do not comply with our submission criteria will not be considered. 

Before formal submission, the author(s) should contact the journal with a pre-submission 
enquiry.  If approved for submission as a Letter to the Editor, the article should then be 
submitted through the submission system. 

Letters to the Editor should be approximately 800 words, excluding references.  They should be 
written in a neutral tone and all comments/discussion must relate to the original published 
article.  All such articles considered for publication will be subject to peer review, and the 
decision to accept or reject an article is at the Editor’s discretion. 

Please follow Journal Guidance for declarations, authorship, copyright, images and illustrations 
and references.  


