Publishing Policies
The British Journal of Diabetes (BJD) takes issues of copyright infringement, plagiarism or other
breaches of best practice in publication very seriously. We seek to protect the rights of our authors
and we always investigate claims of plagiarism or misuse of published articles. Equally, we seek to
protect the reputation of the journal against malpractice. Submitted articles will be checked with
duplication-checking software. Where an article, for example, is found to have plagiarised other
work or included third-party copyright material without permission or with insufficient
acknowledgement, or where the authorship of the article is contested, we reserve the right to take
action including, but not limited to: publishing an erratum or correction; retracting the article; taking
up the matter with the head of department or dean of the author's institution and/or relevant
academic bodies or societies; or taking appropriate legal action.
The author should disclose any prior distribution and/or publication of any portion of the material to
the Editor for the Editor’s consideration and ensure that appropriate attribution to the prior
distribution and/or publication of the material is included.
In addition, the BJD does not tolerate fraudulent activities, including manipulating the peer review
process. Where the BJD has strong suspicions or evidence of such activities, unpublished
contributions will be automatically disqualified from further consideration in the journal. In the
event that there is evidence of such activity on a published paper, the BJD will arrange for the paper
to be re-reviewed, in accordance with guidance from the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE).
An editorial decision will be made based on the re-reviews and this may result in correcting the
academic record, such as a correction notice, expression of concern or a retraction. In addition, the
BJD reserves the right to inform the relevant institutions or affiliations.
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Journal Contributor’s Publishing Agreement
The BJD requires the author as the rights holder to sign a Journal Contributor’s Publishing
Agreement for all articles we publish. BJD’s Journal Contributor’s Publishing Agreement is a licence
agreement under which the author retains copyright in the work but grants BJD the sole and
exclusive right and licence to publish for the full legal term of copyright. Exceptions may exist where
assignment of copyright is required or preferred by a proprietor other than. In this case copyright in
the work will be assigned from the author to the society.
Copyright and Permissions
All materials published by BJD are subject to applicable copyright laws. In submitting a manuscript to
BJD, an author represents that all included materials are the author’s own work unless clearly
otherwise identified. To avoid any potential issues with plagiarism (i.e., representing someone else’s
work or ideas as one’s own) or copyright infringement (i.e., violating the exclusive copyright rights of
another) or any other violation of the rights of other parties (including, but not limited to, personal
rights, an expectation of privacy, or other confidentiality requirement), authors should clearly
identify any third-party materials and their respective rights holders in their submissions. The
author shall additionally ensure that any needed permissions are secured and provided to the
journal with their accepted article. While authors are responsible for obtaining all permissions and
other releases for third-party materials, BJD is happy to provide guidance on copyright permissions
and other rights releases. You can contact the journal’s editor or production editor for additional
clarification.
Corrections policy
Because articles can be read and cited as soon as they are published (including OnlineFirst
publication), any changes thereafter could potentially impact those who read and cited the earlier
version. BJD provides authors with an opportunity to review article proofs prior to publication with
the express goal of ensuring accuracy of the content. Publishing an erratum or corrigendum
increases the likelihood readers will find out about the change and also explains the specifics of the
change.
When an article is published OnlineFirst but not yet published in an issue, limited corrections may be
made at the discretion of the journal and publisher.
Declaration of Conflicting Interests Policy
BJD requires that all authors disclose any potential sources of conflict of interest. Editors may use
information disclosed in conflict-of-interest statements as a basis for editorial decisions.
For all manuscript submissions, regardless of article type, authors should include conflict-of-interest
statements in both the comments to the editors at the time of submission and within the
Acknowledgments section of the manuscript itself. If authors have no relevant conflicts of interest to
disclose, this should also be declared. It is the responsibility of the corresponding author to review
this policy with all authors and collectively to disclose with the submission ALL pertinent commercial
and other relationships.

2

Examples of potential conflict of interest include:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Employment, membership on the board of directors, or any fiduciary relationship with a
third-party entity engaged in the development, manufacture, or sale of pharmaceutical
or medical devices, supplies, or information;
Ownership of stock or receipt of honoraria, travel or meeting expenses, or consulting or
review fees from a third-party entity, as described above;
Receipt of financial support or grants for research from a third-party entity, as described
above;
Holding patents or receiving royalties related to the development of pharmaceutical or
medical devices, supplies, or information;
Receipt of writing assistance, medicines, medical devices, materials, equipment, or
administrative support from a third-party entity, as described above;
Membership on a scientific advisory panel or other standing scientific/medical
committee;
Receipt of payment or honoraria for author contributions or author designation; and
Any other relationships that readers could perceive to have influenced, or that give the
appearance of potentially influencing, the content of the submitted work.

If the study was sponsored by a third party, authors should describe the role of the study sponsor in
study design; collection, analysis, and interpretation of data; writing the report; and the decision to
submit the report for publication. If the supporting source had no such involvement, the authors
should so state.
Funding Acknowledgements
All research articles should have a funding acknowledgement statement included in the manuscript
in the form of a sentence under a separate heading entitled ‘Funding’ directly after your
Acknowledgements and Declaration of Conflicting Interests, if applicable, and prior to any Notes and
your References. The funding agency should be written out in full, followed by the grant number in
square brackets, see following example :
The author(s) disclosed receipt of the following financial support for the research, authorship,
and/or publication of this article: This work was supported by the Medical Research Council [grant
number xxx].
Commentaries, Responses and Rejoinders
BJD allows short commentaries on published articles and author responses (or rebuttals). These are
generally limited to one direct commentary on an article published in the journal, an author
response to the commentary, and a rejoinder by the commentator, all of which are subject to peer
review unless otherwise stated in the journal’s manuscript submission guidelines. Such contributions
may have a restricted word count. Please view the journal’s submission guidelines for more
information.
For example: a commentary on a published article is submitted to the journal, subject to peer
review; the commentary is shared with the authors who are invited to submit a response, subject to
peer review; the author response may be shared with the commentator, who is invited to submit a
rejoinder, subject to peer review; the rejoinder is shared with the authors of the published article. If
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accepted for publication, the commentary, author response and rejoinder are published
simultaneously in the journal and no further correspondence is considered for publication.
Scientific misconduct, expressions of concern and retraction
BJD adopts the recommended handling of allegations of misconduct, expressions of concern and
retraction as stated by the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors. They state:
Scientific misconduct in research and non-research publications includes but is not necessarily
limited to data fabrication; data falsification including deceptive manipulation of images; purposeful
failure to disclose relationships and activities; and plagiarism. Some people consider failure to
publish the results of clinical trials and other human studies a form of scientific misconduct. While
each of these practices is problematic, they are not equivalent. Each situation requires individual
assessment by relevant stakeholders. When scientific misconduct is alleged, or concerns are
otherwise raised about the conduct or integrity of work described in submitted or published papers,
the editor of BJD will initiate appropriate procedures as outlined by the Committee of Publication
Ethics (COPE) and where appropriate inform the institutions and funders. The editor of BJD may
choose to publish an expression of concern pending the outcomes of those procedures. If the
procedures involve an investigation at the authors’ institution, the editor will seek to discover the
outcome of that investigation, notify readers of the outcome where appropriate, and, if the
investigation proves scientific misconduct, publish a retraction of the article. There may be
circumstances in which no misconduct is proven, but an exchange of letters to the editor may be
published to highlight matters of debate to readers.
Expressions of concern and retractions will not simply be published as a letter to the editor. Rather,
they will be prominently labelled, appear on an electronic or numbered print page that is included in
an electronic or a print Table of Contents to ensure proper indexing, and include in their heading the
title of the original article. Online, the retraction and original article will be linked in both directions
and the retracted article should be clearly labelled as retracted in all its forms (Abstract, full text,
PDF). Ideally, the authors of the retraction should be the same as those of the article, but if they are
unwilling or unable the editor may under certain circumstances accept retractions by other
responsible persons, or the editor may be the sole author of the retraction or expression of concern.
The text of the retraction will explain why the article is being retracted and include a complete
citation reference to that article. Retracted articles should remain in the public domain and be
clearly labelled as retracted.
The validity of previous work by the author of a fraudulent paper cannot be assumed. The editor
may ask the author’s institution to assure them of the validity of other work published in their
journals, or they may retract it. If this is not done, editors may choose to publish an announcement
expressing concern that the validity of previously published work is uncertain.
The integrity of research may also be compromised by inappropriate methodology that could lead to
retraction. The COPD Flowcharts (https://publicationethics.org/guidance/Flowcharts) provide
additional information and guidance on the processes that will be undertaken to avoid referencing
retracted articles.
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Editorial Dignity at Work Policy
We are committed to supporting all individuals’ right to dignity and safety in their work, and we do
not tolerate abusive treatment or bullying of our staff, or any other parties involved in any aspect of
the editorial process, including editors, editorial board members, authors, journal editorial staff, or
others. Additionally, we may choose not to engage in a publishing transaction or relationship where
we determine that doing so would compromise these values.
BJD will not tolerate conduct, speech, or behaviour that is offensive, intimidating, malicious, or
insulting or makes someone feel distressed, demeaned, humiliated, vulnerable, or threatened. We
recognize this can take place in any setting and be conducted through any form, including electronic
communication, and may be based on a single incident.
We expect all parties involved in the authorship, review, editorial, and publishing processes –
including, but not limited to all activities related to researching, writing, and submitting a paper
through publication – will uphold and act consistently with these principles in their interactions with
others. We reserve the right to refrain from engaging with, or discontinue any engagement with,
any party whom we determine has been abusive or bullying of others in this context. We may
additionally take further action as we deem appropriate under the circumstances.
Prior Publication
BJD follows the COPE Guidelines in addressing potential Redundant Publication. To avoid the need
for corrective action after publication, please disclose any prior publication or distribution of your
manuscript to the Editor when submitting your manuscript to the journal. It is important to ensure
appropriate attribution to your prior publication of the material is included in the manuscript and
that any quoted materials are identified as quotes so that readers of your article may reference the
original work.
If a substantial portion of your manuscript has been previously published, your manuscript will
generally not be acceptable for publication in our journal.
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